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For the first time in 150 years, The  Missouri Hughson's returned to their 


roots in Europe


by Elizabeth Hughson.





The opportunity of a lifetime, the chance to research your family's history


and see the places where your family came from first hand was recently 


experienced by the Missouri Hughson family. . Robert Hughson, of


Braymer, along with his nephew Dean Hughson, of Las Vegas, and Dean's


daughter Elizabeth, of Phoenix, were privileged enough to do just that for


June 28-July 7,2000.


Dean had been interested in his family name for more than 30 years,studying 


it with his late grandparents Dayton and Reta Hughson and came across


an article that said that anyone with the last name Hughson had come from the


Shetland Islands. Then, by pure luck, he received a phone call from Cecil


Hughson, who is 10 days older than Dean,of the Shetland Islands, who was 


visiting Las Vegas and picked up a


phone book to see if any Hughsons lived there.  Cecil and his wife Sheila 


and their children run 2 camera stores on the island of 22,000 people and 


often attend a camera show in Las Vegas where our American Dean lives.


Cecil and Dean kept in touch through phone calls and e-mails and even another


visit from Cecil before Cecil invited Dean to visit and Dean, with little


deliberation, took him up on the offer. Dean quickly decided he did not want


to go alone so, he invited Robert Hughson, the patriarch of the USA Hughson's


and Elizabeth Hughson, the next generation.


So  on Wednesday June 28th, all three set out from separate locations to meet


up in Newark, New Jersey. When they arrived in Newark they ran to catch a


plane that headed to the London-Gatwick airport.They caught it with 2 


minutes to spare after Elizabeth's plane was late.  The plane trip took about 7


hours. Upon arriving in London on Thursday morning, they took a train to a


hotel in a suburb of London called Luton. They then spent the rest of the day


in a hotel room, mostly sleeping off the jet lag.


The next day, Friday July 30th, they flew up to Aberdeen, Scotland and


explored,with the help of George, a cab driver and great tour guide.  It is 


a lovely town with many buildings made from the native granite of the area. 


They ate lunch at a famous fish and chips restaurant with a family friend 


of Dean and Elizabeth's, Amy Gottlieb,who lives in Aberdeen. They then got 


on a 400 person ferry that carries cars and freight also from Aberdeen to 


Lerwick Shetland  The


ferry was an interesting experience. The Hughson trio were tossed all night


long and probably should have realized that was coming since the beds had 


seat belts installed on them. But they made it and the next morning they 


met up with Cecil Hughson.  Cecil and Sheila Hughson were so nice to 


us--they opened the doors to the other Hughson's on the island: 70 families 


live on the island with the name of Hughson.  An interesting aside is that 


they have among their children, a son named Dean Hughson,aged 14. They live 


in Sandwick, a small town near Lerwick.


The first day, they took Cecil's car and Dean drove them up the coastline to


meet with Cecil's sister, mother and niece and nephew. There they also met 


the patriarch of the Hughson famiily in the Shetlands, Magnus Hughson, a 


retired sailor of many years who runs the lighthouse in Yell,Shetland 


Islands. They had a great lunch


of local cuisine.  Then they drove up to the top part of the island and spent


the night at an amazingly beautiful resort,  The Baltasound Hotel in 


Unst,which was ran  by a Hughson.


They got to meet another Robert Hughson,a farmer like our Uncle Robert, and 


take a picture of the two of them together. The next morning they got the 


opportunity to watch Cecil's band, Da Fustra,


play for a while in the pub at our hotel. Cecil has been in the band 30 


years and plays bass guitar. The band has recorded several CD's of Scottish 


music and for Dean Hughson it was interesting in that many of the songs are 


ones that we know,probably having been 'carried' to the US/Canada by our 


Shetland ancestors. That night they had a nice dinner with the entire Cecil 


Hughson family plus an uncle and aunt of Cecil's who know the family 


history. We were told that many people left the Shetland Islands in the 


1850's because the English government were subsidizing sheep production and 


the landowners evicted renters. We were given info on how to do more 


tracing of how our family left Shetland and  Dean intends to follow this 


up,along with the help of cousin Shawn Hughson of Braymer,who is also 


actively involved in family research these days. What we know for sure is 


that George Hughson of Kingston Ontario, a dairyman, brought his family 


from Kingston to a farm in Catawba by train via Breckenridge in the 1870's. 


Our great-grandfather Alfred Wesley Hughson later settled on the 


Dillmon  farm,which was then passed on to grandfather Dayton Hughson, and 


later purchased by Robert Hughson,who resides there with our Aunt Wilma to 


this day. There are about 1000 families in the world with the name Hughson 


and all can trace their roots to the Shetlands ultimately. An interesting 


aside is that Dean accidentally sent an email to Scotland for Cecil and it 


went to another Hughson whose Grandfather was Magnus Hughson--probably the 


Magnus Hughson we met's grandfather, whose family moved away at the time of 


WWI and now lives in South Africa and Scotland.





We spent the night at Cecil and Sheila's house,which was very nice for us. 


The travelers then reluctantly left the Shetlands,vowing to return some day 


and to keep in touch with their new found cousins. They took the ferry back 


to Aberdeen and this time it was a smooth trip. Upon arriving in Aberdeen, 


the friendly cab driver,George, that had taken them around Aberdeen rushed 


them to the airport and they took a flight back to Luton 45 minutes after 


arriving on the ferry. They then went to London for 2 days and toured the 


sites by a 2 story red bus which takes tourists all over London. They went 


to the play "The King and I" which was a fantastic musical at the old 


theater Palladium. They also met with Carolyn and Ray McGlynn and their 


children. Their daughter,Hannah, has the same rare disease,lymphedema, 


which Dean and Elizabeth have which makes legs or arms swell up due to 


lymph fluid not moving correctly and Dean and Carolyn had met through the 


internet. Then they got up very early and took the Aerostar high speed 


train underneath the English Channel and spent the day in Paris,again on a 


tourist bus seeing the sites and giving 16 year old Elizabeth an 


opportunity to speak the French she has studied in high school.





They were met at the Houston airport by Dean's brother,Jim, who graciously 


assisted them in catching their next flights back to Phoenix,Las Vegas, and 


Kansas City. The Hughson travelers, 16 year old Elizabeth,49 year old Dean, 


and 69 year old Robert, returned home,tired but elated. They had 


experienced the pleasures of travel but more importantly they had met 


family and saw some of the island that undoubtedly their family had left 


150 years ago. They met alot of Hughson's and got some additional answers 


about the ancestors of their family. Robert Hughson called the trip a once 


in a lifetime experience but one can never be certain of that even because 


they may be going back again in the near future for some more adventure. 


Those who want to see our pictures can see them online via the world wide 


web at





<http://www.photoloft.com/view/Album.asp?s=plft&u=65597&a=452417>





Elizabeth Hughson





Elizabeth,16 years old,is a junior at Saguaro High School in Scottsdale 


Arizona and an aspiring writer. She is on email at summer4850@aol.com </group/nehighclassof69/post?protectID=061075014213056209247138242115114253078105139218183041>








